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Report Highlights: 

After a two week lull, the monsoon resumed its progress from July 3
rd

 covering the entire country by 

July 6, about ten days ahead of normal schedule.   During the week ending July 7, rainfall was 

normal and above normal in most parts of the country except north east and east India.  Initial reports 

from the Ministry of Agriculture show an increase in the planted area of rice, oilseeds, and cotton 

compared to last year. 
 



  

  

General Information:   

Monsoon Progress/Performance  

  

While early monsoon progressed in a timely manner covering half of the country, it entered a weak  

phase around June 16 with progress towards northwest India virtually stalling for nearly two weeks.  

Monsoon activity recovered on July 3
rd

 progressing inland and covering most of India by July 6
th

,  

nearly 10 days ahead of expected date (see attached Figure 1).   

  

There has been a resurgence in monsoon rains in most parts of the country during the week ending July  

7 with 25 of the 36 weather subdivisions receiving normal and above normal rains compared to 13 a  

week ago (see attached Figure 2).  The all India area weighted average was 2 percent above normal  

during the week compared to 25 percent below normal in the previous week.  However, rains have  

continued to elude north east and east India as rainfall during the week was 41 to 71 percent below  

normal.  

  

Cumulative rainfall during June 1 to July 7, 2010 was normal and above normal in 25 of the 36 weather  

subdivisions (see attached Figure 3) compared to only 11 subdivisions last year.  The rainfall deficit for  

the country as a whole for the week ending July 7 has come down to 10 percent compared to 16 percent  

for the week ending June 30, 2010.   

  

On June 25, 2010, the Indian Metrological Department (IMD) released its second long-range forecast  

for the southwest monsoon season (June-September), which predicts a normal and above normal  

monsoon for the country as a whole 
[1]

 .   The IMD forecast projects the likelihood of 2010 monsoon  

rainfall at 102 percent of the long period average (LPA), compared to 98 percent of the LPA estimated  

in the first forecast released on April 23, 2010.      

  

Progress of Planting  

  

With the performance of 2010 monsoon better than last year, planting of the kharif (fall and early  

harvested) crops - rice, oilseeds (peanut, soybean), cotton and pulses - have been well ahead of last  

year’s levels.  

  

  

  



Table 1: Progressive Planting of Kharif  Crops as on July 2, 2010  

(Area in 100,000 hectares)  

  

Crop 2010 2009 
Rice    46.46    45.43 

Oilseeds    28.86    12.96 

Pulses      5.15      5.18 

Sugarcane    47.37    41.79 

Jute    7.593    6.889 

Cotton   43.68    29.17 

Source: Press Information Bureau, GOI PIB Release  

  

Planting of the kharif crops is reportedly progressing normally in most parts of the country, except in  

East U.P., Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal where insufficient rains have delayed planting of rice.  

Planting of rice will continue through mid-July, and in few cases until late July.  Planting of other  

kharif crops will also continue through July and in few cases until mid-August.   

  

  

    
[1] 

http://www.imd.gov.in/section/nhac/dynamic/lrf_eng2010.pdf   
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